
A Time of Crisis - Speak Out for Red Wolves

This is a time of crisis for the wild red wolf population in North Carolina. Red wolf 
numbers are dwindling because these endangered animals are being illegally shot in 
the fve-county recovery region. Ten wolves have been killed since January 2013, 
including one that was killed in Tyrell County, NC in January 2014.

Wildlife advocates need to speak up and speak out. Letters-to-the-editor in 
newspapers and short opinion pieces are powerful advocacy tools. The opinion 
section of newspapers is widely read, and it is followed by lawmakers.

PLEASE take a few minutes and write to your local paper or to one of the major
papers in NC.

Some guidelines for Letters-to-the Editor:

 If you are responding to a particular article, be sure to acknowledge that article
(e.g., “Thanks for your article...” or “I was [shocked, troubled, disturbed] to 
read·...”). USE YOUR OWN WORDS. Don’t cut and paste.

 Keep your letter short. Shoot for 150-200 words. Pick one or two of the 
sample talking points below and stress them. Trying to cover too much makes 
the letter confusing to the reader. Shorter letters also have a better chance of 
getting published.

 Get right to the point in the frst sentence.
 When responding to an incident or an article, the sooner you send your letter, 

the better chance it has of getting published.
 Include something about who you are and why you care (e. g. “I am a mother, 

outdoor person, teacher, business owner, scientist, etc. ). This is also an 
important aspect to consider when writing to an out-of-state paper.

 Provide your name, address, phone number and email address. The paper won’t
publish these, but they want to know you are who you say you are.

 The most effective letters bring attention to what the red wolf needs to 
survive. Letters attacking persons or groups with opposing views are not 
helpful to red wolves or to the recovery program.

Some talking points (Pick carefully and FOCUS your letter!):

 Ten critically endangered red wolves have now been killed since January 2013. 
That is 10 percent of the total wild red wolf population. Additionally, these 
wolves were all of breeding age. Thus, there is a negative impact on the 
potential number of offspring born in the wild.

 In North Carolina, red wolves, once considered extinct in the wild, now number 



fewer than 100 individuals. Given these small numbers, the population is in 
constant danger of extinction from several factors, including illegal killings, 
habitat loss, natural disasters and interbreeding with coyotes.

 Gunshot is the leading cause of death for red wolves, and allowing the hunting 
of coyotes in core red wolf causes unacceptable risk to red wolves.

 Red wolves and coyotes are similar in appearance, so red wolves, especially 
juveniles, are frequently mistaken for coyotes—even in daylight.

 Coyote hunting has a catastrophic effect on the red wolf population and this 
threatens the survival of red wolves on the landscape.

 Following the mandate of the Endangered Species Act, the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has worked in North Carolina for 27 years to recover red 
wolves. But the NC Wildlife Resources Commission allows hunting of coyotes in 
the middle of the recovery area. The coyote can’t easily be distinguished from 
the red wolf, and sanctioning hunting of coyotes in the fve-county red wolf 
recovery region sabotages red wolf recovery.

 The red wolf is a federally protected species under the Endangered Species 
Act. Red wolves, therefore, belong to all Americans. Killing them is illegal, and 
efforts to prosecute people who kill red wolves need to be stepped up.


