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Update on the Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population (ENC RWP)

- Population

o The current known population of wild adult/subadult Red Wolves (e.g., radio-
collared individuals) in the ENC RWP is 17, with the estimated total population of
approximately 18-20 red wolves, plus up to 8 pups. All known adult and sub-
adult red wolves are collared with orange collars, 11 of which are GPS/VHF.

o Two litters were born in the ENC RWP this spring:

On April 18, 2024, we confirmed the birth of a wild litter of 8 Red Wolf
pups in the Milltail area of Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge
(ARNWR). While this is the third year in a row for a litter in that area, it
was far from a given that it would occur this year after the tragic loss of
2323M (the previous breeding male in the Milltail family group) in
September 2023. In an attempt to create a new breeding pair, an
acclimation pen was constructed in October 2023 within the home range
of the resident wild adult female Red Wolf (2225F), who birthed the
previous two litters. A male Red Wolf (2191M), born at Wolf Haven
International in Tenino, Washington as part of the Red Wolf Saving
Animals From Extinction (SAFE) program, was then placed in it. His
release from the pen in late January 2024 was timed with mating season
and he and 2225F soon appeared to become a pair. Close monitoring
throughout the winter and early spring raised hopes that this new pairing
would be successful, and it was. When the pups were about 9 days old,
biologists went into the den to quickly examine the pups, microchip them
for future identification and cheek swabbed for genetics before leaving
the den, allowing 2225F to quickly return to continue caring for the pups.

In April 2024, a newly formed pair in an acclimation pen consisting of a

wild female (2413F) and a SAFE male (2444M) from the Endangered Wolf
Center in Eureka, MO had a litter of 5 pups and were released together in
late May. Monitoring indicated the family group moved a few miles away
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from the acclimation pen and settled in, including 2444M appearing to be
initially transition well into the wild and providing for the pups.

o Mortalities

= Inearly June, 2444M’s transition to the wild was cut way too short and he
was a vehicle strike mortality on Highway 64 near Buffalo City Road. After his
mortality the female appeared to abandon the pups. Even with extensive
monitoring using various methods, no pups from this litter have been
detected since.

o There was no evidence of a litter on St. Vincent NWR this spring. Since the
current pair of red wolves have been together multiple years without producing
a litter, we will attempt to capture the current male on the island and replace
him with a different male from the SAFE population.

- Management

o Ground telemetry conducted several days a week to get locations for all collared
red wolves and sterilized coyotes. Aerial telemetry conducted periodically.

o There are currently 39 sterilized coyotes, all of which are collared with a white or
black collar.

o Over 50 remote sensing cameras deployed and monitored on a weekly basis
throughout the ENC RWP on refuges and private land with landowner
permission.

o Periodically conducting aerial telemetry flights with a FWS plane and pilots from
other areas. The last flight was June 26 and the next flight is tentatively
scheduled for July 25,

o Additional results from the 2023-2024 release plan.

= |n February 2024, a wild female Red Wolf (2359F), fostered into a den in
2021, was captured by private trappers and handed over to the Red Wolf
Recovery Program. She was placed in an acclimation pen on PLNWR with
a male (2443M) from the Endangered Wolf Center. They did not have a
litter. Based on results from previous releases under similar
circumstances (e.g., no litter, a male Red Wolf from the SAFE Program
with no wild experience and the fact that they were not in the pen
together during the bonding period or the full mating period due to the
timing of her capture), 2359F was released in June 2024, but 2443M was



not and will remain in the pen for now. Attempts will be made in the
future to pair him with a wild female Red Wolf and release him if it is a
successful pairing.

= In November 2023, a wild female Red Wolf (2409F), who had previously
been released as part of a family group on PLNWR) in May 2023, and a
wild male Red Wolf (2411M) born into the Milltail family group in 2022,
were captured separately by Red Wolf Recovery Program biologists and
placed in an acclimation pen together on ARNWR to try and create a new
breeding pair. They did not have a litter and were subsequently released
in June 2024. After release, they did not stay together and are each
continuing to disperse in different areas.

= No pup fostering opportunities were possible this year due to various
reasons such as timing of births between wild and SAFE litters, litter size
(such as Milltail with 8 pups) and some potential pairs not having a litter.

o Currently working on the development of the 2024-2025 Release Plan. Priorities
will continue to be pup fostering whenever possible and the creation of
additional breeding pairs in the wild.

o The Service, including the Red Wolf Recovery Program and Refuges, are currently
collaborating with the North Carolina Department of Transportation and the
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission to submit a grant proposal under
the Federal Highways Administration’s Wildlife Crossing Pilot Program to
attempt to secure funding to address wildlife-vehicle collisions along Highway 64
to reduce vehicle strike mortalities for red wolves, the leading cause of mortality
over the last several years, as well as for many other species such as black bear,
small mammals, reptiles and amphibians.



