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Update on the Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population (ENC RWP)  

- Population 
 

o The current known population of wild adult/subadult Red Wolves (e.g., radio-
collared individuals) in the ENC RWP is 16, with the estimated total population of 
approximately 17-19 red wolves.   All known adult and sub-adult red wolves are 
collared with orange collars, 11 of which are GPS/VHF. 

 
o Mortalities   

 
 No mortalities since the last PCC  

 
 4 mortalities in 2024 

• 2 vehicle strike mortalities on Highway 64 
o Both were 2 year old males (2410M and 2444M) 

 
• 1 humanely euthanized (brain tumor) 

o 6 year old female (2280F) 
 

• 1 unknown cause (under investigation)  
o 1 year old male (2499M) 

 
o Received reports of an injured red wolf in early October.  We were able to catch 

the red wolf, a 2 year old female (2409F) and she is currently being treated at 
the NCSU Vet Hospital.  Her injuries appear to be from an altercation with 
another animal.  Due to the severity of the injury and subsequent infection she 
may not have survived without medical intervention but is expected to make a 
full recovery.  

 
- Management 

 
o Ground telemetry conducted several days a week to get locations for all collared 

red wolves and sterilized coyotes.  Aerial telemetry conducted periodically.    
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o There are currently 36 sterilized coyotes, all of which are collared with a white or 

black collar.   
  

o Over 50 remote sensing cameras deployed and monitored on a weekly basis 
throughout the ENC RWP on refuges and private land with landowner 
permission. 

 
o Currently working on the development of the 2024-2025 Release Plan.  Priorities 

will continue to be pup fostering whenever possible and the creation of 
additional breeding pairs in the wild.   
 

o The Service, including the Red Wolf Recovery Program and Refuges, in 
collaboration with the North Carolina Department of Transportation and the 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission submitted a grant proposal under 
the Federal Highways Administration’s Wildlife Crossing Pilot Program to 
attempt to secure funding to address wildlife-vehicle collisions along Highway 64 
to reduce vehicle strike mortalities for red wolves, the leading cause of mortality 
over the last several years, as well as for many other species such as black bear, 
small mammals, reptiles and amphibians. 


