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Update on the Eastern North Carolina Red Wolf Population (ENC RWP)

- Population

o The current known population of wild adult/subadult Red Wolves (e.g., radio-
collared individuals) in the ENC RWP is 17, with the estimated total population of
approximately 18-20 red wolves. All known red wolves are collared with orange
collars, 14 of which are GPS collars.

o Last winter we had a wild female red wolf (2359F) in an acclimation pen on
Pocosin Lakes NWR with a SAFE male (2443M). However the female was caught
and placed in the pen very late in mating season and although they appeared to
be a bonded pair, we made the hard decision to release her back into the wild in
May 2024 and keep him in the acclimation pen, which we had not done before.
The concern being that the outcome would be the same as similar situations in
the past where if they didn’t have pups the wild red wolf would start moving
extensively and the SAFE red wolf would not stay with them.

Once released the wild female started moving over a large area as was her norm
but not in close proximity to the acclimation pen. However, in October 2024, the
beginning of the red wolf bonding period, she returned to the area of the pen
and started staying close by. We attempted to capture her to place back in the
pen with him but were unsuccessful and only had a limited window to try. Once
we stopped trapping in that area we removed the 4 feet tall mesh electric fence
that helps prevent black bears from getting into the acclimations which would
better allow the red wolves to interact through the fence. One of the first nights
after removal of the electric fence, we got 300 videos of the wild female trying to
dig under the fence. The only thing that stopped her from getting in and him
from getting out was the electrified dig line.

After a lot of contemplation, we made the decision to release the male from the
acclimation pen the next time she was really close by. On November 11, 2024 he
was released into the wild. Since his released, they have been together every
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day. Their current territory is split about 50:50 between private land and refuge
land. By all monitoring they appear to be doing great on the landscape.

During the PCC call in October 2024, we discussed a severely injured wild female
red wolf (2409F) that was being treated at the NCSU Vet Hospital. She has fully
recovered and is currently in an acclimation pen with a male from the SAFE
population.

Two of the wild females we were planning on placing in acclimation pens with
SAFE males dispersed and established territories in areas we do not have access
to trap.

A wild male red wolf (2411M) dispersed from Alligator River NWR to the western
side of Pocosin Lakes NWR into the area where the Pungo pack resides and he
has been tracked and seen on remote camera with one of the unpaired yearling
females (2514F). The hope is that they will become a breeding pair.

Mortalities

= No mortalities since the last PCC. Last adult/subadult mortality was in
June 2024.

- Management

o We have not been able to conduct trapping operations since the beginning of

O

the year because of an extended cold snap with nighttime temperatures falling
well below freezing.

Our efforts to engage with private trappers operating within the ENC RWP have
increased to reduce negative impacts on red wolves and increase the number of
coyotes sterilized. We have also worked with several additional landowners that
have agreed to allow us to conduct capture operations and coyote sterilization
on their lands. As soon as the weather changes, we will be focusing on those
lands.

There are currently 38 sterilized coyotes, all of which are collared with a white or
black VHF collars. There have been multiple legal mortalities of sterilized
coyotes over the last several months, including one that had dispersed to just
south of Richmond, VA.

In early February, we are collaborating with the Red Wolf Coalition, Animal
Balance and Dr. Ford from the Chowan Animal Hospital to set up a mobile
sterilization clinic at the Red Wolf Center as a demonstration clinic to assist us in



ramping up our ability to sterilize larger numbers of coyotes. All coyotes we
currently have captured will be sterilized during the clinic.

The Federal Highways Administration’s Wildlife Crossing Pilot Program has
awarded a 25 million grant to the NC Department of Transportation based on a
grant proposal submitted by NC DOT, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Red Wolf
Recovery Program and Alligator River NWR) and the North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission. Additionally, the grant required a 20% match in funding
which has been secured by NC DOT and fundraising efforts conducted by the
Wildlands Network and the Center for Biological Diversity. The funding will
address wildlife-vehicle collisions along the most problematic stretch of Highway
64 through Alligator River NWR to reduce vehicle strike mortalities for red
wolves, the leading cause of mortality over the last 10 years, as well as many
other species such as black bear, small mammals, reptiles and amphibians. The
project will take a minimum of 4-5 years to implement.

We are continuing to explore several other avenues, collaborations and research
projects to attempt to reduce vehicle strike mortalities.

In collaboration with the NC Museum of Natural Sciences in January conducted
the annual red wolf workshop for North Carolina science teachers on Alligator
River and Pocosin Lakes NWR and at the Red Wolf Center.

Due to no litters being born to the pair on St. Vincent NWR, the decision was
made to change the male red wolf on the island. The female red wolf was born
on the island. In October, a SAFE male (2342M) from the Western North
Carolina Nature Center was placed in a pen in the middle of the island. In
November the existing male was captured by Bradley Smith, the FWS biologist
on the ground at SVNWR, and removed from the island. The wild female has
been interacting with the new male some through the fence. The SAFE male will
be released on January 18, 2025 to coincide with the end of the last hunt on the
island and with mating season.



